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CHAPTER  II.

CHILDHOOD AND  EARLY LIFE.

"T\OROTHY WORDSWORTH was the only
JLJ daughter and third child of John and Anne
Wordsworth. She was born on Christmas Day, 1771,
at Cockermouth, in Cumberland, being a year and
nine months younger than her famous brother, the
poet. John Wordsworth, the father, was an attorney-
at-law, who had attained considerable success in his
profession, being the solicitor of the then Earl of Lons-
dale, in an old manor-house belonging to whose family
he resided. Miss Wordsworth's mother was, on the
maternal side, descended from an old and distin-
guished family, being the only daughter of William
Cookson, of Penrith, who had married Dorothy Crack-
enthorp, whose family, we are informed, had, since the
early part of the fourteenth century, resided at New-
biggen Hall, Westmoreland. The Wordsworths them-
selves traced their descent from a Yorkshire family of
that name who had settled in the country about the
time of the Norman Conquest.

Dorothy had the misfortune to lose her excellent
mother when she was a little more than six years old.
After this great loss her father's health declined, andof her during
